, Sach Ne ara Lee 


Part |: 1880 - 1883 


A comprehensive and massively detailed notebook maintained from January 2, 
1880 through December 29, 1886 by A.W. Straub, Foreman of the Die Makers Room 
at the U.S. Mint. The book contains a daily record of the number of obverse and 
reverse dies of each denomination released by the Die Makers Room to the actual 
coin press operators in each month of each year, including the actual date of each dic” 
release to the coiners. From 1881 on, every die was numbered (obverse and reverse «| 
each denomination with separate number sequences). Each such die is listed, with its 
serial number, in the record book. All Proof dies of each year were separately listed 
on a separate page at the end of the regular coin die listings for each year, again 
including obverse and reverse dies separately. 


This daily record, scrupulously maintained by Straub, appears to be the only sur- 
viving such reference source of the actual day-to-day working operations of the die 
makers and coiners, and is an invaluable record in that regard. As a single outstanding 
example of the value of the book the listing of Proof coins for the year 1884 begins 
with the Proof Trade Dollar of 1884, released to the coiner on January 3, 1884, thus 
proving that the 1884 Proof Trade Dollar was legitimately struck at the Mint. 
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